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1 HE SECRET HISTORY of BETTY IRELAND, who 

was debauched by Beau M----t, at fifteen, by whom ſhe 
had a ſon : the injury ſhe did to that gentleman: ber turning 
proſtitute, &c. &c. A book full of ſurprizing incidents in the 
life ſhe paſſed through her misfortunes, with her peniteut and 
ſudden death. This book is a proper preſent to young people 
to deter them from ſuch ſcenes of life, that too many of the 


young and gay of both ſexes run into. The eighth edition, with 


a beautiful frontifpiece of a ſcene in gay life. Price only 
Sixpence. | | | 


2. TABES DORSALIS, or the Cauſe of Conſumption in 
young men and women; with an explication of its ſymptoms, 


precaution, and the method of cure, &c. &c. By a Phyſician 


of Briſtol. The fifth edition, embelliſhed with a curious fron- 
tiſpicce of a gentleman and lady in a deep Conſumption. 


This book is very proper for all perſons to read in theſe ſickly 


times. 


Be careful to aſk for Lever's book againſt Conſumptions. 
Price One Shilling. | 


3. The ART of SWIMMING : illuſtrated by forty proper 
copper-plate cuts, which repreſent the different poſtures neceſ- 
fary to be uſed in that art, with Advice for Bathing : by Mon- 
fieur Thevenot :* done out of French. To which is prefixed, a 

refatory diſcourſe concerning Artificial Swimming, or keeping 
one's felf above Water, by ſeveral ſmall portable Engines in 
caſes of danger. The ſecond edition, price One Shilling and 
Sixpence, ſtitched. | | 


N. B. This book, amongi many of its excellencies, recom» 


mends teaching the Swimmer to ſave himſelf when ſeized 
with the cramp ; which diſorder, the moſt expert Swimmer is 
liable to, as well as the Learner of this excellent art: for the 
want of which inſtructions, has Ree” the cauſe of their being 
drowned, G — 
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LIFE and ADVENTURES 


O F 


AMBROSE GWINETT. 


Was born of reputable parents in the 
city of Canterbury, where my father, 


living at the ſign of the Blue Anchor, dealt 


in flops. He had but two children, a daugh- 
ter and myſelf, and having given me a good 


ſchool education, at the age of ſixteen he 


bound me apprentice to Mr. George Ro- 
berts, an Attorney in our town, with whom 


I ftaid four years and three 3 to his 
great content, and my own 


atisfaction. 


My ſiſter being come to woman's eſtate, 
had now been married ſomething more than 


a twelvemonth to one Sawyer, a ſea-faring 


man, who having got conſiderable prizes, 
my father alſo giving him 200l. with my 
ſiſter, quitted his profeſſion, and ſet up a 

"= public- 


4 VOYAGES AND ADVENTURES 


— 


public-houſe within three miles of the place 
of his, nativity, which was Deal, in the 
county of Kent. 
3. 
I hac frequent invitations to paſs a ſhort 
time with them; and in the autumn of the 


year 1709, having obtained my maſter's 


conſent for that purpoſe, I left the city of 
Canterbury (on foot) on Wedneſday morn- 


ing, being the 17th day of September; but 


through ſome unavoidable delays on the 
road, the evening was conſiderably advanced 
before I reached Deal; and lo tired was I, 


being unuſed to that way of travelling, that 


had my life depended on it, I could not have 


got as far as my ſiſter's that night, ſhe liv- 


ing, as I have already ſaid, three miles be- 


yond that place. At this time there were 


many of her Majeſty Qucen Anne's ſhips 


lying in the harbour, the Engliſh being 


then at war with the French and Spaniards; 


-beſidgs which, I found this was the day for 


holding the yearly fair; ſo that the town 
was filled to that degree, that a bed was not 
to be gotten for love or money. I went 
ſeeking a lodging from houſe to houſe, to no 
purpoſe, till being quite ſpent, I returned 
to the public-houſe where I had firſt made 
enquiry, deſiring leave to lit by their kitchen 
fire to reſt myſelf till morning. 


The 


5 nr £ ö * 
: 2 38 7 74 1 00 3 * 2 e ee — 7 
=. EET EP „ en CN _s 
. S 3 ae) . -- 8 
b 8 2 a Ys. Zo A ' Sar, 0. <2 % ** 
. = JS TT on RT 
JJ... Res OC SITS 
r Nee r FD N ; 8 - 


„„ 2 
E NE 


We 
3 


or AMBROSE WINE TT. 5 


The publican and his wife where I put up, 
happened, unfortunately for me, to be ac- 
quainted with my brother and ſiſter,” and 
finding by my diſcourſe, that I was a relation 
of theirs and going to viſit them, the land- 
lady preſently ſaid ſhe would endeavour to 


get me a bed; and going out of the kitchen 


ſhe quickly after called me into a parlour, 
that led from it. Here I ſaw fitting by the 
fire-ſide a middle aged man m a night-gown 
and cap, who was reckoning money at a 


table. Uncle,” ſaid the woman as ſoon as 
I entered, * this is a brother of our friend 


Mrs. Sawyer; he cannot get a bed any 
where, and is tired after his journey. You 
are the only one that lies in this houſe alone, 
will you give him a part of yours?” To this 
the man anſwered, that ſhe knew he had_ 
been out of order, that he was blooded 
that day, . and conſequently a bedfellow 
could not be agreeable ; © however,” added 
he, © rather than the young man fhall ſit 
up, he is welcome to ſleep with me.“ Aſter 
this we fat awhile together, when having 


put his money in a canvas bag, into the 
pocket of his night-gown, he took the can- 
dle, and I followed him up to bet. 


Ho long I ſlept, I cannot exactly deter- 
mine, but I conjectured it was about three 
| A 2 | o'clock 
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6 VOYAGES AND ADVENTURES 


o'clock in the morning when I was awakened 


with a cholic, attended with the moſt violent 
gripes; I attributed this to ſome bacon and 


cabbage I had eaten that day for dinner, 
after which I drank a large draught of milk, 
I found my chum awake as well as myſelf: 


he aſked me what was the matter? I inform- 
ed him, and at the ſame time begged he 


would direct me to the neceſſary. He told 


me, when I was down ſtairs I muſt tarn on 


my right hand and go ſtraight into the gar- 
den, at the end of which 1t was, juſt over the 
fea, © but,” adds he, you may poſſibly 
find ſome difficulty in opening the door, the 
ſtring being broke which pulls up the latch. 


I Vill give you a pen- knife, which you may 


open it with, through a chink in the boards.” 
So ſaying, he put his hand into his waiſtcoat 
pocket, which lay over him on the bed, and 
gave me a middling ſized pen-knite. 


I hurried on a few of my cloaths, and 
went down ftairs; but I muſt obſerve to you, 
that unclaſping the pen-knife, to open the 


door of the neceſſary, according to his di- 
rettion, a piece of money, which ſtuck be- 
tween the blade and the grove in the han- 


dle, fell into my hand: I did not examine 
what. it was, nor indeed could I well ſee, 


there being they but very faint. moon-light, 


ſo 
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ſo I put them together careleſsly into my 


1 I apprehend I ſtaid in the garden pretty 
near half an hour, for I was extremely ill, 
and by over-heating myſelf with walking 
the preceding day, had brought on the 
piles; a diſorder J was ſubjett to from my 
youth. Theſe ſeemed trifling circumſtances, 
5 but afterwards turned out of infinite conſe- 
gquence to me. When I returned to the cham- 


ber I was ſurpriſed to- find my bedfellow 
3 gone; I called ſeveral times, but receiving a 
= no anſwer, took it for granted he had with- 


/ drawn into ſome adjoining cloſet for his pri- 
4 vate occaſions. I therefore went to bed and 
again fell aſleep. 


A 


About fix o'clock I aroſe; nobody yet 

being in the houſe. The gentleman was 

not yet returned to bed, or if he was, had 

; again left it. I dreſt myſelf with what haſte 
I could, being impatient to fee my lifter; 
» and the reckoning being paid over-mght, I 


let myſelfout at the ſtreet door. 

. I will not trouble you with a relation of 

the kindneſs with which my ſiſter and her 

hhuſband received me. We breakfaſted to- 

= gether, and I believe it might be about 
| eleven 


* 
3 8 * 2 0 


—— —— 


ew * * 
— At igrin nr = Sega 
D WS: 20 


Yew, Yo © 
. 122 £ 7 
OI 


AA 
Wo * — 


= - * 
r n 
2 EA . 
n — 


4 * 2 TY w————_ n 
— : rum Er 
a FILE nag a 


J 


Nr 


1 


Tr 
e eee 


( 


«1 
IN 48 


— 
B WR ee 
4 


r 
% 


tered, I was accoſted by the — wife, 


8 voraczs AND ADVENTURES 


eleven o'clock in the forenoon, when ſtand- 
ing at the door, my brother-in-law being 
by my ſide, we ſaw three horſemen gallop- 


ing towards us. As ſoon as they came up 


they ſtopt, and one of them lighting ſudden- 
ly ſeized me by the collar, crying, * You 


are the king's priſoner.” I defired to know 


my crime. He ſaid I ſhould know that, as 
ſoon as I came to Deal, where I muſt im- 
mediately go with them: One of them told 
my brother, that the night before I had 
committed a murder and robbery. 


Reſiſtance would have proved as vain as 
my tears and proteſtations of my innocence. 
In a word, a warrant was produced, and I 
was carried back to Deal, attended by three 
men; my brother with another friend ac- 
companying us, who knew not what to ſay, 
or how to comfort 1 me. | 


teins arrived in town, 1 was immediately 
hurried to the houſe where I had ſlept the 
preceding night, the maſter of which was 
one of the three men that came to appre- 
hend me, tho' in my firſt hurry I did not re- 
collet him. We were met at the door by a 


crowd of people, every one crying, _ 


is he? Which is he?” As foon as I en- 
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OF AMBROSE GWINETT. 9 


in tears, O curſed wretch, what haſt thou 
done ? thou haſt murdered and robbed my 
poor dear uncle, and all thro' me who put 
thee to lie with him! But where haſt thou hid 
his money? and what haft thou done with 
his body? Thou ſhalt be hanged upon a 
gallows as high as the may-pole.” My bro- 
ther begged her to be pacihed, and I was 
taken into a private room. They then be- 
gan to queſtion me as the woman had done, 
about where I had put the money, and how 
I had difpoſed of the body. I aſked them 
what money, and what body they meant ? 
Then they faid I had killed the-perſon I had 
lain with, the preceding night, for the ſake 
of a large ſum I had ſeen him with. I fell 
down upon my knees, calling God to witneſs 
1 knew nothing of what they accuſed me. 
Then ſomebody cried, © Carry him up 
ſtairs,“ and I was brought into the chamber 
where I had ſlept. Here the man of the houſe 
went to the bed, and turning down. the 
cloaths ſhewed the ſheets, pillows, and bol- 
ſter, dyed in blood. He aſked me, did 1 
know any thing of that? ' I declared: to 
God I did not. Says a perſon that was in 
the room, © Young man, ſomething very 
odd muſt have paſt here laſt night; for lying 
in the next chamber I heard groanings, and 
going up and down ſtairs more than once, 
| Or 


10 VOYAGES AND ADVENTURES 


or twice. I told them the circumſtance of 
my illneſs, and that I had been up and down 
myſelf, with all that paſſed between my 
bedfellow and me. Somebody propoſed to 
ſearch me; ſeveral began to turn my pock- 
ets infide out, and from my vaiſtcoat tum- 
bled the pen-knife and the piece of money 
I have already mentioned. Upon ſeeing 
theſe, the woman immediately ſcreamed cut, 
„O God! there is my uncle's pen-knife.” 
Then taking up the money and calling the 
people about her, Here,” ſaid ſhe, * 1s 
what puts the villain's guilt beyond a doubt, 
J can fwear to this William's and Mary's 
guinea; my uncle has long had it by way 
of a pocket-piece, and engraved the firſt 
letters of his name upon it.” She then be- 
gan to cry afreſh, while I could do nothing 
but continue to call Heaven to witneſs 
that I was as innocent as the child unborn. 
After this they carried me down to the 
neceſſary, and here freſh proofs appeared 
againſt me. The conſtable, who had never 
left me, perceived blood upon the edges of | 
the feat, (which might probably proceed 

from my being troubled with the hemor- 
rhage the night before.) © Here,” ſaid he, 
* after having cut the throat, he has let the 
body down into the ſea.” This every body 
immediately affented to. Then,” faid 
” the 
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OF AMBROSE GWINETT. 11 


the maſter of the houſe, © jt is in vain to 
look for the body any further, for there was 
a ſpring tide laſt night, which carried it 
of 6 1 


The conſequence of theſe proceedings 
was an immediate examination before a 
juſtice of peace; after which I ſuffered a 
long and rigorous impriſonment in the coun- 
ty town of Maidſtone. For ſome time, my 
father, my maſter, and my relations, were 
inclined to think me innocent, and in com- 
pliance with my earneſt requeſt, an adver- 


tiſement was publiſhed in the London Ga- 


zette, repreſenting my deplorable circum- 
ſtances; and offering a reward to any 
perſon who could give tidings of Mr. 
Richard Collins, (the name of the man I 
was ſuppoſed to have murdered) either alive 
or dead. No information, however, of an 

kind came to hand; at the aſſizes, therefore, 
1 was brought to trial, and circumſtances 
appearing ſtrong againſt me, I received ſen- 
tence to be carried in a cart, the Wedneſday 
fortnight following, to the town of Deal, 
and there to be hanged before the inn- 
keeper's door where I had committed the 
iuppoſed murder; after which I was to be 
hung in chains within a little way of my 
brother's houſe. 15 
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12 VOYAGES AND ADVENTURES 


Nothing could * ſupported me under 
this dreadful condemnation, but a conſciouſ- 
neſs of my not being guilty of the crime for 
which I was to ſuffer. My friends now be- 
gan to conſider my declarations of innocence 
as perſiſting in falſchood to the perdition 
of my foul; many of them diſcontinued 
their enquiries after me, and thoſe few who 
ſtill came to viſit me, only came to urge 
me to confeſſion; but I was reſolved I would 
never dic with a lic of that kind in my 


mouth. 


The Monday was now arrived before 


the fatal day, when an end was to be put 


to my miſeries. I was called down into 
the court of the priſon, but I own I was not 
a little ſhocked when I found it was to be 
taken meaſure of for the irons in which 1 


was to be hung after execution. A fellow 


priſoner appeared before me in the ſame 
woeful plight, (he had robbed the mail) and 
the ſmith was meaſuring him when I came 
down; while the gaoler, with as much 
calmneſs as iF he had been ordering a pair of 
ſtays for his daughter, was giving directions 
in what manner the irons ſhould be made, 


ſo as to ſuppport the man, who was remark- 


ably ay and corpulent 
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| OF AMBROSE GWINETT. 9 


Between this and the day of my execu- 
tion, I ſpent my time alone in prayer and 


meditation. At length Wedneſday morning 
came, and about fix o'clock I was put into 


the cart; but ſure, ſuch a day of wind, rain, 
and thunder, never blew out of the heavens ; 


1t purſued us all the way ; and when we ar- 
rived at Deal, it became fo violent, that the 
Sheriff and his Officers, who had not a dry 
ſtitch upon them, could ſcarce fit their horſe: 
for my own part, my mind (God help me) 


was with long agitation become fo unfeeling, 
that I was in a manner inſenſible to ever 
object about me. I therefore heard the 
Sheriff whiſper to the Executioner to make 
what diſpatch he could without the leaſt 
emotion, and ſuffered him to tuck me up 
like a log of wood, unconſcious of what he 
was doing. 


I can give no account of what I felt while 


1 was hanging, only that I remember, after 
being turned off, ſomething for a little time 
appeared 'about me like a blaze of fire, 


nor do I know how long I hung : no doubt 
the violence of the weather favoured me 


. greatly in that circumſtance. What I am 


now going to tell you, I learned from my 
Brother, which was, that after having hung 
about half an hour, the Sheriff's Officers 

B | all 


14 VOYAGES AND ADVENTURES 
all went off, and I was cut down by the 
'Executioner ; but when he came to put the 
irons upon me, it was found a miſtake had 
been made, and that the irons of the other 
'man, which were much too large for me, 
had been ſent inſtead of mine. This they 
remedied as well as they could, by ſtuffing 
rags between my body and the hoops that 

ſurrounded it; after which I was taken, ac- 
cording to my fentence, to the place ap- 
pointed, and hung upon a gibbet which was 


F 


ready prepared. | 


The cloth over my face being but ſlightly 
tied, and ſuffering no preſſure from the irons 
which ſtood a great way from it, was, I 
ſuppoſe, foon detached by the wind, which 
was ſtill rather violent, and probably its 
blowing on my bare face expedited my re- 
covery ; certain it is, that in this tremendous 
ſituation I came to mylelf. 


It was, no doubt, a very great bleſſing, 
that I did not immediately return fo perfett- 
ly to my ſenſes as to have a feeling of things 
about me; yet I had a fort of recollection 
-of what had happened, and, in ſome mea- 
ſure, was ſenſible where I was. 


The gibbet was placed at one corner of 
a fmall common: field, where my ſiſter's cows 
* Os uſually 
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uſually ran; and it pleaſed God that about 
this time a lad, who took care of them, came 
to drive them home for evening milking; 
The creatures, which were feeding almoſt 
under me, brought him near the gibbet, 
when, ſtopping to look at the melancholy 
ſpectacle, he perceived that the cloth was 
from off my face; and in the very moment 
he looked up, faw me open my eyes, and 
move my under jaw. He immediately ran 
home to inform the people at his maſter's. 
At firſt they made ſome difficulty to believe 
his ſtory; at length, however, my brother 
came out, and by the time he got to the 
field, I was ſo much alive, that my groans 
were very audible. _ 


It was now duſk. The firſt thing they rart 


for, was a ladder. One of my bfother's 


men mounted, and putting his hand to my 
ſtomach, felt my heart beating very ftrongly. 
But it was found impoſſible to detach me 


from the gibbet, without cutting it down. 


A ſaw, therefore, was got for that purpoſe ; 


and, without giving you a detail of trifling 


circumſtances, in leſs than half an hour, 
having freed me from my irons, they got 


me blooded, and put me into a warm bed in 
my Brother's houſe. | 


B 2 It 
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It is an amazing thing, that, though up- 
wards of eight perſons were entruſted with. 
this tranſaction, and I remained three days 
in the place aſter it happened, not a creature 
betrayed the ſecret. Early next morning 
it was known that the gibbet was cut down, 
and it immediately occurred to every body, 
that it was done by my relations, in order 
to put a flight veil over their own ſhame, by 
burying the body ; but when my Brother 
was fummoned to the Mayor's houſe. in or- 
der to be queſtioued, and he denied know- 
ing any thing of the matter, little more 
ſtir was made about it; partly becauſe he 
was greatly reſpected by all the neighbour- 
ing Gentlemen, and in ſome meaſure, per- 
haps, becauſe it was known that I continued 


to perſiſt ſtrongly in my being innocent of 
the fatt for which q ſuffered. 


Thus, then was 1 wel miraculouſly de- 
livered from an-1gnominious death, if I may 
call my coming to life a — after all 
I had endured: but, how was I to diſpoſe 
of my life now I had regained it. To 
ſtay in England was impoſſible, without ex- 
poling myſelf again to the terrors of the 
law. In this dilemma, a fortunate circum- 
ſtance occurred. There had lain, for ſome 
time, at my Brother's houſe, ane or two 
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of the principal Officers of a privateer 
that was preparing for a cruize, and juſt 
then ready to ſail. The Captain kindly 
offered to take me aboard with him. 
You may gueſs, little difficulty was made 
on our fide to accept of ſuch a propoſal ; 
and proper neceſſaries being quickly 
provided for me, my ſiſter recommended 
me to the protection of God, and the wor- 
thy Commander, who moſt humanely re- 
ceived me as a fort of Under-Aſliſtant to 
bm Steward.  - | 


We had been ſix months out upon our 
cruize, having had. but very indifferent ſuc- 
ceſs, when being upon the coaſt of Florida, 
then in the hands of the Spaniards, we un- 
fortunately fell in with a ſquadron of their 
men of war; and being conſequently taken 
without ſtriking a ſtroke, we were all 
brought priſoners into the harbour of 
Havannah. I was really now almoſt weary 
of my life, and ſhould have been very 
glad to have ended it in the loathſome 
dungeon; where, with forty others of my 
unfortunate Countrymen, the Enemy had 
ſtowed me; but, after three years cloſe 
confinement, we were let out in order to 
be put. on board tranſports, to be conveyed 
to Pennſylvania, and from thence to 

: | England. 
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England. This, as you may believe, was a 
diſagreeable ſentence to me, taking it for 
granted, that a return home would be a 
return to the gallows; being now, there- 
fore, a tolerable maſter. of the Spaniſh : 
language, I ſolicited very ſtrongly to be 
left behind; which favour I obtained, by 
means of the Maſter of the priſon, with 
whom, during g my confinement, I had con- 
trated a ſort of intimacy; and he not only 
took me into his houſe, as ſoon as my coun- 
trymen were gone, bur in a ſhort time, 
procured me a ſalary from the Governor, 


for being his N 


Indeed, at this particular time, the office 
was by no means agreeable. The coaſt 
had been long infeſted with pirates, the 
moſt deſperate gang of villains that can be 
imagined; and there was ſcarce a month 
paſſed, that one or other of their veſſels did 
not fall into the Governor's hands, and the 
crew as conitantly put under my care. 
Once I very narrowly eſcaped being knock- 
ed on the head by one of the ruffians, 
and having the keys wreſted from me: 
another time I was ſhot at. Tis true, in 
both caſes the perſons ſuffered for their at- 
tempt, and, in the laſt, I thought a little 
too cruelly ; for the fellow, who let off the 


carbine 
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carbine, was not only put to the torture, to 


cCcConfeſs his accomplices, but afterwards 
broke upon the wheel, where he was left to 
\-* _ expire, the moſt ſhocking ſpettacle I ever 
- beheld with my eyes. 


I had been in my office about three 
mmonths when a ſhip arrived from Port Royal 
another Spaniſh ſettlement on the coaſt, with 
nine Engliſh priſoners on board. I was 
- ftanding in the ſtreet as they were coming 
up from the Port with a guard of ſoldiers, 
to the Governor's houle. I thought ſome- 
thing ſtruck me, in the face of one of the 
-- priſoners, that I had been before ac- 
gquainted with. I could not ſtop them for 
us to ſpeak together; however, in about an 
hour after, they were all brought down to 
priſon, there to be lodged till the Governor 
ſignified his further pleaſure. 


5 As ſoon as the poor creatures found 1 
was an Engliſhman, they were -extremely 
happy. even in their diſtreſſed ſituation, 
though indeed they were treated with lenit 

enough, and only ſent to the priſon till a 

. lodging could be provided for them, they 
having been in the courſe of the war, 
' made priſoners as well as myſelf, and then 

on their return home. I now had an op- 


portunity 
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portunity of taking notice of the man whoſe 
face I thought I knew, and I was more and 


more confirmed that T was not miſtaken. 


In a word, I verily thought that this man 
was the perſon for whoſe fuppoſed murder 1 


had ſuffered ſo much in England: and the 


thought was ſo ſtrong in my head, that I 
ould not fleep a wink all night. 


In the morning after their arrival, I told 
them, that if any of them had a mind to 
walk about the town, I would procure them 
permiſſion, and go along with them. This 
man ſaid he would go, and it was what I 
wiſhed. Three other prifoners, that went 
out along with us, walked a little in advance. 
1 now took the opportunity, and looking 
in his face, Sir,” faid I, “was you ever at 
Deal?” I believe he at that inſtant, had 
ſome recolle&ion of me; for putting his. 
hand upon my ſhoulder, tears burſt into his. 
eyes. Sir, 5 if you were, and 
are the man I take you for, you here ſee 
before you one of the moſt unfortunate of 
human kind. Sir, is your name Collins?“ 
He anfwered, it was. Richard Collins,” 
faid'I. He rephed, © Ves.“ Then ſaid I, 
« I was hanged and gibbeted upon your ac- 
count in England.” 


After 
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 Aﬀter our mutual ſurprize was over, he 
made me give him a circumſtantial detail 
of every thing that happened to me in Eng- 
land, from the moment we parted. I never 
ſaw any man exprefs ſuch concern as he did, 
while I was purſuing my melancholy ad- 
ventures; but when I came to the circum- 
ſtances of my being hanged, and afterwards 
hung in chains, I could hardly prevail upon 
him to believe my relation, till backed by 
the moſt ſerious aſſervations, pronounced in 
the moſt ſerious manner. When I had 
done, © Well, (ſaid he,) young man,” (for I 
was then but in my five and twentieth year; 
Mr. Collins might be about three and forty) 
if you have ſuſtained misfortunes upon 
my account, do not imagine (though I can- 
not lay them at your door) that I have been 
without niy ſufferings. God knows my 
heart, I am moſt exceedingly ſorry for the 
injuſtice. that has been done you; but the 
ways of Providence are unſearchable.” He 
then proceeded to inform me by what acci- 
dent my troubles had been brought about. 


„ When you left me in bed,” ſaid he, 
having at firſt wakened with an oppreſſion 
I could not account for, I found myſelf grow 
exccedingly ſick and weak; I did not know 
what was the matter, I groaned and ſighed, 

5 and 
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and thoug ht myſelf going to die; when, ac- 
cidentally putting my hand to my left arm, 


in which I had been blooded the morning 
before. I found my ſhirt wet; and, in ſhort, 


that the bantace having flipped, the orifice' 


was again opened, and a great flux of blood 


enſued. This immediately accounted for 
for the condition I found myſelf in. I 


thought, however, I would not diſturb the. - 


family, which I knew had gone to bed very 
late. I therefore muſtered all my ſtrength, 

and got up, with my night-gown looſe about 
me; to g0 to u neiglibouring ” barber, who had 


bled me, in order to have the blood ſtopt, and 


the bandage placed. He lived directly op- 
poſite to our houſe : but when I was croſling 

the way, in order to knock at his door, a 
band of men, armed with cutlaſſes and 
hangers, came down the town, and ſeizing 


me, hurried me towards the beach. I beg- | 


ged and mY ayed ; but they ſoon filenced my 
Cries. 

though I afterwards found they were a gan 
of ruffians, belonging to a privateer, abo: 

- of which they immediately brought me. How- 
ever, before I got thither, the loſs of blood 


occaſioned me to faint away. The furgeon of 
the ſhip, I ſuppoſe, tied up my arm; for 


when my ſenſes returned, I San myſelf i in 
a n wh with fomebody feeling my pulſe. 
The 
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The veſſel was then under way. I afked 


where I was? They ſaid I was fate enough. 


I immediately called for my night-gown ; it 
was brought me: but of a conſiderable ſum 
of money that was in the pocket of it, I could 
get no account. I complained to the Cap- 
tain of the i that e been done me, 
and of the robbery his men had committed; 

but being a brutiſh fellow, he laughed at = 


grief, and told me, if J had loſt any thing, I 


ſhould ſoon have prize- money enough to 
make me amends. In a word, not being 


able to help himſelf, I was obliged to ſubmit; 


and, far three months, they forced me to 
work before the maſt. In the end, how- 
ever, we met with the ſame fate that you 
did. We were taken by the Spaniards ; and 
by adventures parelleled to your 'own, you 
now ſee me here on my return to my native 
country, whither, if you will accompany me, 
1 ſhall think myſelf nn happy. 


There was nothing now to prevent m 
going to England; and a ſhip being to ſail 
for Europe in eight or ten days, in it Mr. 
Collins and I determined to embark. As 
ſoon as we returned home, I went to 
Maſter, and told him my 1efolution: he did 
not diſſuade me from it, chiefly, I ſuppoſe, 
becauſe it gave him an opportunity of getting 


the 


- 
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the little office I held for a nephew of his, 
who was lately come to live with him, to 
whom, the very ſame day, I delivered up my 


truſt. And here the Providence of God 
was not leſs remarkable to me than in other 


particulars of my life: for the very ſame 


night, eight or ten pirates, who was in the 


priſon, watched the occaſion, while the 
young man was locking up the wards, to 


ſeize him, taking the keys from him, after 


having left him for dead; and before the 


alarm was ſufficiently given, five of them 


made their eſcape, having, as it was ſup- 
. poſed, got off the coaſts by means of pirati- 
cal boats, which kept continually hovering 


about. 


It was the 16th day of November, 17192, 
that, after having made my little preparati- 
ons, I ſent my trunk abroad the Noſtra 


Senora, a merchant ſhip, bound for Cadiz, 


Michael Deronza, maſter. The veſſel was 
to {ail that evening, and lay in the road, 


about three miles from the town. About 
ſeven o'Clock in the evening. I being then 
. fitting with Signior Gaſper, my old friend 


and maſter, in the portico of his houſe, a 


lad came up, and faid, the boat had been 
waiting half an hour for me at the port, and 


that my companion, Mr. Collins, was already 
1 
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on board. I ran into the houſe for a ſmall 
bundle, and only ſtaying to take leave of one 
or two of the family, made what haſte I 
could to the quay: but, when I arrived, I 
found the boat had already put off, leaving 
word, that I ſhould overtake them at a little 
bay, about a mile beyond the town. The 
duſk was coming on. I ranalong the ſhore; 
and, as I imagined, ſoon had a fight of the 
boat. to which I hallowed as loud as I was 
able; they anſwered, and immediately put 
about to take me in; but we had ſcarce got 
fifty yards from land, when, on looking 15011 
for my friend, Mr. Goll I miſſed him, 
and then it was I found I had made a miſtake 
and inltead of getting aboard my own boat, 
which I now ſaw a conſiderable way a-head, 
I had got into a boat belonging to ſome or 
the” pirates. I attempted to Jeap over-board, 
and ſhould eaſily have ſwam aſhore; but I 
was prevented by one of the crew, w he gave 
me a ſtroke on the head, w bich immediately 
laid me ſenſeleſs; and I found afterwards, 
they miſtook me for one of their own men, 
whom they had ſent to purchaſe ſomething in 
the town. 


A more infernal crew than theſe pirates 
breathed not upon the face of the carth.--- 
Their whole lives were a ſcene of rapiae 
and murder, which when they had not an 


that 
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that fell into their clutches, during their 
piratical purſuits, they committed upon one 
another. During the time that I remained 
with them, which was upwards of three years 
and three quarters, there was no leſs than 
eleven aſſaſſinations among themſelves. There 
was an uninhabited ifland, about twelve 
leagues weſt of the gulph of Mexico, which 
thoſe villains call Swallow Ifland, for the 
great number of thoſe birds which harboured 
upon it. Here they had a fortification; and 
the place being rendered almoſt inacceſſable 
by rocks, except at one little inlet, juſt large 
enough to admit a ſingle veſſel, they defied a 
the Spaniſh power. 3 


Their captain was one Bryan Walſh, an 
Iriſhman, whom I cannot help calling a moſt 
execrable and bloody villain, tho' God Al- 
mighty put it into his heart to be a very good 
friend to me. When I was brought into 

the ſhip, and, immediately after, into the 
captain's cabin, the firſt perſon that accoſted 
me was one of the fellows that had broke 
out of priſon, and had formerly been ander 
my care. He knew me direttly: and with- 
out any more ado, drawing out his hanger, 
aimed a ſtroke at me. which falling upon my I 
neck. entered deep into the fleſh, and muſt 
infallibly have put an end to my life, had 7 
not the captain prevented it, by raiſing his 3 
[| cane between him and me, which broke the 
force # 
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force of the blow. From this moment, he 


ſeemed to take me under his protection. 


At his own requeſt, I gave him a hiſtory of 


my life, which aſtoniſhed him greatly: but 


notwithſtanding I pleaded hard to be ſet on 
ſhore again, he abſolutely refuſed: and, in 
ſpite of all my entreaties to the contrary, 
brought me to the iſland and fortification 1 
have already mentioned, where, finding I 


could read and write, (two qualifications he 
wanted himſelf) he thought I A be of ule 


to him. 


I have already ſaid, that with theſes people 


T1 remained upwards of three years: on land 
I atted as ſtore-keeper ; and at ſea, as a ſort 
of purſer to the ſhip. It is to be oblerved. 
that there was always a ſufficient number of 


hands left on the iſland to man the fort, 


which was ſo ſituated as effettually to prevent 
the approach of an enemy. Indeed. the of- 
fice of ſtore-keeper was a place of great truſt. 


You will hardly credit me, was I to attempt 
to tell you the immenſe riches thole robbers 
had amaſſed together. One article alone 
will be ſufficient to give you an idea of it. 
Under one fhed. I myſelf reckoned three 
thouſand eight hundred bales of Englith 
goods; and 1 may ſafely declare, that in 
other merchandize of almoſt every kind, 
they fell nothing behind: and upon an 


average, there could not be leſs in their cof- 
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fers than two hundred thouſand pounds ſter- 
ling in ſpecte, beſides a great quantity od 
gold in bars. 


The continual terror that was on my mii. d 
while I remained with theſe people is not to 


. be imagined: but to give you a detail of my 


manner of hfe, while I endured this worſt of 
bondage, would be tedious, becauſe it had 
no variety, and ſhocking to boot, as I was 
forced to enter into all their horrid {chemes. 


I fhall only tell you that, in one of our 


cruizes, having met with a Jamaica ſhip, we 
hoiſted out our black colours, and having 
boarded her, becauſe ſhe made ſome reſiſt- 
ance, and killed one of our men, the captain 
ordered that the whole crew ſhould be maſ- 
ſacred; which wicked command was executed 
upon the maſter, five ſeamen, and a boy, in 


'a manner, before the crue] monſter's eyes; 
then taking the cargo out, which proved to 
be rum and ſugar, we ſcuttled the ſhip, and 8 
returned to our fortification. 


But to ſee how the Avenger of wicked 


deeds makes the fruits of our crimes our pu- 
niſhment, this cargo of rum, which was of 


a kind not many degrees ſhort of aquafortis, 
was drank by the men with ſuch a fury, that, 
in little more than three days, not a drop of 


it was left; and, out of our r completement of 
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eighteen men, ſeven abſolutely: loſt. their 
lives by it, among which was the Captain. 


I cannot but confeſs, I bad ſome n 
ment to this man, becauſe he always ap- 
peared particularly attached to me: when, 
therefore, I ſaw him he ſenſeleſs on the floor. 
overgorged with this infernal liquor, I did 
every thing I could to recover him, and fo 
far ſuceeeded, as to bring him to his ſenſes: 
but the quantity he had drank had inflamed 
his bowels to a degree to be aſſuaged by no 
lenitives that was in my power te procure 
him. He was ſeized with intermitting con- 
vulſions, which, the next day carried him off: 
but about four hours before he died, he called 
to me, in preſence of all the men, who ſtood 
about him in the cabin, and deſiring me to, 
fit down with pen and ink, to draw bis will, 
he left me ſole heir to his ſhare of the booty, 
ſigning the paper with his mark; which paper, 
through a ſeries of unheard- of misfortunes, 
I have preſervee in my cuſtody ever ſince. 


We buried the captain the next day ; and 
on inſpection and partition of the treaſure, 
I found myſelf worth conſiderably more than 
forty thouſand pounds ſterling. The perſons 
nov remaining of our company were. ſoſeph 
Wright. Andrew Van Hooten, a Dutchman, 
Tames Winter. and myſelf, the fourprincipals, 
| beſides four common men, to whom. we af; 
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ſigned ſive thouſand pounds a- piece, which 
we gave to each of them in dollars; nor 
did [ obſerve any diſcontent among them on 
account of the bequeſt the captain had made 
to me. 


All-my thoughts were immediately bent 
on getting off the ifland to ſome of the Engliſtr 
ſettlements. I plainly perceived that my 
companions wanted to be again at their old 
prattices: hat, one day talking upon the ſub- 
Jett of another crurze, I repreſented to them 
the danger and uncomfortable ſituation we 
were all in; that we had cach of us a very 
ample fortune to ſupport us in any part 
of the world; it was therefore my advice, 
that we ſhould immediately put our treaſure 
on board, with as much of the merchandize 
as we could conveniently carry off, andmake 
the beſt of our way to famaica, where there 
was no doubt but we ſhould be well received. 


They agreed to the propoſals with more 
alacrity than I thought they would. We tell 
immediately to work, and in two days, were 
prepared to ſail. But though we put a con- 
fiderable quantity of bale goodson board, the 
quantity ſtill inthe warehoufeswas aſtoniſhin g. 
I warned the fellows of their rapacity, andthe 
danger of too deeply loading the ſhip, but 
they would not give over till the would hold 


no more; and then the treaſure, packed mn 
co 
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cheſts, each man's ſhare ſeparate to himſelf, 
we put in the cabin. 


We weighed anchor the 4 of Aung and 
for three days we had excellent weather; but 
the fourth, a ſtorm began to threaten, and the 
ſymptoms {till increaſing, by midnight ſuch a 


war was raiſed between heaven and earth, as 


to that hour I never was witneſs of. About 


three o'clock in the morning, we were obliged 
to heave the ſnhip too under her bare poles; and 
the ſea ran ſo excecding high, that we could 
not venture to keep no lights aboard, though 
the night was ſo dark, that we could ſcarce ſee 
one another at a quarter of a yard diſtance: 
the wind ſtill increaſing, we ſprung the main- 
maſt about fix feet from the deck, that no- 
thing could fave it. We now began to feel 


the conſequence of too deeply lading the veſ- 


fel. The firft things we threw overboard 
were our guns; and, as our caſe became 
more and more deſparate, every thing fol- 
lowed them, not excepting our cheſts of 
treaſure. Thus, I was once moxe reduced 
to my original ſtate of poverty. As day- 
light appeared, the ſtoem abated. We then, 

as well as we were able, cretted jury maſts; 

and, in about four hours managed, with the 


greateſt difficulty, togetthevellel again under 


fail, 


I was 
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I was now ſtanding behind the man at the 
wheel, leaning again the mizen-maſt, return- 
ing God thanks in my own mind for our 
amazing eſcape, when the boatſwain came up 
to me, and ſaid, ** Damme, maſter Gwinett, 
you have brought us all into a pretty hole 
here; if it had not been for you we ſhould 
not have taken this trip, and loſt the ſubſtance 
we have beenworking for ſo many years; but 
you ſhall lop too, I afſure you.” I aſked him 
what he meant; he ſaid he would let me 
ſee; upon which he and two or three others 
of them that came behind him, ſeizing me 
by the nape of the neck, and the waiſt-band 
of the breeches, forced me over the rails of 
the quarter deck, and dropt me into the ſea, 


The ſhock of the fall, and the maze I was 
in from ſo unexpetted an accident, almoſt- 


bereaved me of my ſenſes: I endeavoured, 


however. to keep myſelf above water as well 
as I could, though I had no manner of hopes 
of faving my hfe. My firſt attempt. was to 


ſwim after, the ſhip ; but finding that im- 


practicable, I turned about, and I believe 


might have ſwam about three quarters of an 


hour, when being very faint and weak, I he- 
gan to put up my laſt prayer to God, and 
determined to commit myſelf to the bottom 
of the deep, but at that inſtant. turning my 
head a little aſide, I ſaw at a ſmall diſtance 


from me a body; which at firſt I took for a 


barrel, 
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: they were bound, they ſeized me as one of 
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barrel, but, Good Lord! what was my joy 
and aſtoniſhment, when coming near 1t,. I 
perceived it to be one of our own boats, 
which had been waſhed overboard the night 
before: and to complete my joy the oars 
were laſhed to the ſeat. Almoſt ſpent as 1 
was, I made a ſhift to get into it; and here 
I ſaw myſeif freed in a miraculous manner 
from the fury of the waves; but at the ſame 
time, I found myſelf in an open boat, at leaſt 
ſixty leagues from any land, without a com- 
pals, or any kind of nouriſhment whatſoever, 
unleſs I might count ſuch ſome tobacco I had 
in a box in one of my waiſtcoat pockets, and 
believe in my conſcience it afforded a 
nouriſhment that, in a great meaſure, helped 
to preſerve me. 3 | 


It was a very great bleſſing for me, that 
moderate weather followed the tempeſt, by 


which means I was enabled to keep the boat 


tolerably ſteady. I could not be' leſs than 
thirty hours in this ſituation, when I was 


taken up by a Spaniſh carrack; but I can 


hardly reckon that among fortunateaccidents, 


for, the ſame day that I entered the ſhip, one 
of the men, while I was aſleep, hanging up 


my cloaths among the ſhrouds to dry, in 
doing it emptied my pockets, and finding 
ſeveral papers relative to the pirates affairs, 
as ſoon as they arrived in Port Royal, whither 


that 
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that deſperate gang. I muſt obſerve to you, 
that when I firſt was taken into the ſhip, I 
gave a falſe account of myſelf; which caution 
was my ruin: for now confeſſing the truth, 
and telling them I had been forced into the 
pirates' ſervice, with all that had happened to 
me among them, my prevaricationmade them 
ſuſpect my veracity, and I was kept two 
, years in priſon; when, by what means I 
know not, ſome of the wretches, with whom 
I left our iſland, having been taken as pirates, 
upon the Spaniſh coaſts in Europe, an order 
came to bring me over to Cadiz, m Old 
Spain, 1n order to be an evidence. When 
I came there, I was again confined for many 
months; but, at length, when the pirates 
were brought to their trial, inſtead of being 
made uſe of as an evidence, I found myſelf 
treated as a delinquent, and, with two others, 
condemned to the gallies for life. 


l wotked on board them the ſome years, 
when the galley I belonged to was ordered 
to ſea, againſt an Algerine rover that infeſted 
the coaſt, but, inſtead of one, we met with 
three of them. The iſſue of the engagement 
was fatal to us. The greateſt part of the crew 
were killed, and the reſt taken priſoners, 
among which laſt I was one, having loſt the 
leg, Thick you ſee me want, in the action. 


After 
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After this, I paſſed a long and painful 


| llavery in Algiers, till, with many other En- 


gliſh captives, I was releaſed by agreement 


between the Dey of Algiers and his Britannic 


Majeſty's agent. In the year 1730, I re- 
turned to England. The firſt thing I did 
was to enquire after my relations; but all 
thoſe neareſt to me were dead; and I found 
Mr. Collins had never returned home, fo I 
ſuppoſe he died in his paſſage. Though 
not an old man, I was ſo enfeebled by Had 
ſhips, that I was unable to work; and, being 


without any manner of ſupport, I could 
think of no way of getting my _— but by 


begin g. 
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